
 
 

December 24, 2023 Fourth Sunday of Advent       
 
\

Stewardship is a Way of Life. 
Tithing is God’s Plan for Giving: 

 
Tithing income for the week of December 17, 2023: 
Regular:                $4,891.25   
Loose:                 $   283.00 
ONLINE GIVING:                                    $1,216.00 
Tithing income December 17, 2023:    $6,390.25 
Tithing income December 18, 2022:    $7,629.50 
                                  
Mass Attendance for December 17, 2023     277   
Mass Attendance for December 18, 2022     262 
 
Tithe for December 17, 2023 
Promise Ranch Ministries         $639 
 
Tithe for December 24, 2023 
St. Vincent dePaul Society 
United Way Energy Bank 
 
Tithe for December 25, 2023 (Christmas) 
Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard, Catholic Relief Services 
(CRS), International Catholic Migration Commission 
(ICMC), Catholic Near East (CNEWA) 
 
Tithe for December 31, 2023 
Salvation Army 
 
Tithe for January 1, 2024 (Solemnity of Mary) 
Habitat for Humanity 
 
Tithe for January 7, 2023 
Lumina Center 
 

 
Parish Office Holiday Hours 

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, December 
25th  and Tuesday, December 26th in observance of 
Christmas.  The office will reopen on Thursday, Dec. 28th. 

The office will also be closed on 
Monday, January 1st  in observance of 
New Years.   
 

Prayer for Advent 
O Lord, the Advent candles, with their familiar, glowing 

light, help us to turn to 
you. May we stay alert in 
these weeks, anticipating 
the joyful celebration of 
your Son’s arrival into the 
world.  As the Advent 
lights keep darkness at 

bay, may they also keep us from wandering from your 
ways. Help us to stay ever watchful, like the 
gatekeeper.  Help us, we pray, to hold your mercy 
deep within our heart, carrying it with us as we 
prepare for the coming of our infant Savior.  Amen. 

FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY READINGS 
HIS WORD TODAY by Rev. William J. Reilly 
Most Holy Name Catholic Church, Garfield, NJ 
Fourth Sunday of Advent  
December 24, 2023 
 
“And they shall remain, for now his greatness shall 
reach to the ends of the earth; he shall be peace... 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and cried out 
in a loud voice: ‘Blessed are you among women and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. But who am I that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me?’” 
Micah the prophet tells us the Lord is reaching out to us. 
We are now at the edge, recalling the great event of 
salvation, as He comes to us. Advent draws to a close as 
we celebrate the Savior’s birth. But wait! 
We meet the third critical person of advent in Mary’s 
visitation to Elizabeth. How frequently we pray the ‘Hail 
Mary’, but do we realize we are reciting the very words of 
scripture? Our prayer is quoting the gospel of Luke. The 
question of Mary’s relative can be ours today – ‘Who am I 
that the mother of my Lord should come to me?’ On this 
eve of Christmas may I ask, ‘Who am I that the Savior 
should come to me?’ The answer - I am loved, chosen and 
blessed by God with those around me. 
‘Come Lord Jesus.’ 
 
First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 
King David plans to build a temple to honor God. But 
God tells Nathan the Prophet that instead he will give 
David rest from his enemies, and ensure that both his 
house and community will be protected forever. 
 
Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27 
In this letter of Paul to the Romans, he explains that the 
gospel reveals the  mystery that had been hidden for 
many ages. Now it has been made known to all, so that 
they may believe, obey, and give glory through Jesus 
Christ forever. 
 
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 
The Virgin Mary is approached by the angel Gabriel, who 
tells her that she has been chosen to bear the Son of 
God. Mary is first afraid, yet shows her unquestioning 
faith when she simply says, “Let it be done to me as you 
say.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LITURGICAL NOTES 

 
Saturday, December 23: Advent Weekday        
Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24; Psalm 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 & 14;  
Luke 1:57-66 
4:00 PM  Helen Berich from her Daughter   
Sunday, December 24: Fourth Sunday of Advent   
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 
29; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 
10:00 AM  People of the Parish 
Saturday, December 24: The Nativity of the Lord Vigil 
Mass   
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29; Acts of the 
Apostles 13:16-17, 22-25; Matthew 1:1-25  
4:00 PM  People of the Parish 
10:00 PM  People of the Parish 
Monday, December 25: The Nativity of the Lord 
Isaiah 52:7-10; Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6;  
Hebrews: 1:1-6; John 1:1-18 
10:00 AM  People of the Parish 
Tuesday, December 26: Saint Stephen, The First 
Martyr (Feast) 
Acts of the Apostles 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Psalm 31:3cd-4, 
6 & 8ab, 16bc & 17; Matthew 10:17-22     
8:00 AM  No Mass   
Wednesday, December 27: Saint John, Apostle & 
Evangelist (Feast)  
1 John 1:1-4; Psalm 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12;  
John 20:1a & 2-8 
7:00 PM  Nancy Wills from her Daughter 
Thursday, December 28: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
(Feast) 
1 John 1:5 – 2:2; Psalm 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8;  
Matthew 2:13-18   
9:00 AM  Frank Zannino from K of C #1945   
In Memory/Honor of SHS Memorial Society Members  
Friday, December 29: Fifth Day within the Octave of 
the Nativity of the Lord 
1 John 2:3-11; Psalm 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6;  
Luke 2:22-35 
8:00 AM  John Kriauckas from Denny & Dottie Peiffer 
Saturday, December 30: Sixth Day within the Octave 
of the Nativity of the Lord 
1 John 2:12-17; Psalm 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10;  
Luke 2:36-40     
4:00 PM  Catherine Schultz from Jill Steward   
Sunday, December 31: The Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph  
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5; 
Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:22-40 
7:30 AM   People of the Parish 
11:00 AM  People of the Parish 
Monday, January 1: The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God:  
Numbers 6:22-27; Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8;  
Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:16-21 
10:00 AM  People of the Parish 
 

        Calendar of Events                

Saturday 12/23/23                      
Confessions/3:00PM/Church  
Mass/4:00PM/Church    
Sunday 12/24/23 – Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Mass/10:00AM/Church 
No Adult Sunday School  
No CCD Class 
No Youth Group      
Sunday 12/24/22 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
**Christmas Carols & Children’s Pageant 
3:30 PM/Church** 
Christmas Eve Mass/4:00PM/Church 
Christmas Vigil Mass/6:00PM/St. Jude 
Christmas Carols/9:45PM/Church 
Christmas Vigil Mass/10:00PM/Church 
 
Monday 12/25/22  
No 8:00 AM Mass 
Christmas Day Mass/10:00AM/Church 
Christmas Day Mass/10:00AM/St. Jude 
  
 
Tuesday 12/2619/23   
No 8 AM Mass - Fr. Bill & Fr. Rich will be away 
SHS Christmas Vacation    
Wednesday 12/27/23  
Confessions/6:30PM/Church              
Mass/7:00PM/Church 
SHS Christmas Vacation 
Thursday 12/28/23   
Mass/ 9:00AM/Church 
SHS Christmas Vacation 
No RCIA 
Friday 12/29/23  
Mass/8:00AM/Church 
SHS Christmas Vacation 
Saturday 12/30/23                      
Confessions/3:00PM/Church  
Mass/4:00PM/Church    
Sunday 12/31/23 – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph 
Mass/7:30AM/Church 
No Adult Sunday School  
No CCD Class 
Mass/11:00AM/Church 
No Youth Group    
Spanish Mass/1:30PM/St Jude 
 
Monday 1/1/24: Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God 
No 8:00AM Mass 
Solemnity of Mary Mass/10:00AM/Church 
and St. Jude 
 
 
 



 
The Sanctuary Lamp 

for the week of December 24th 
burns in loving memory of  

John B. Zavacky 
From his wife, Margie & Family 

 
Memorialize Sanctuary Candles:  The following dates 
are available: February 11, 18 & 25 and March 3 & 17. 

 
The Poinsettia Flowers 

for the week of December 24th    
are given to the Glory of God  

and the birth of His Son, Jesus 
by the People of the Parish 

 
Memorialize Flowers: If you would like to memorialize 

flowers at the altar or ambo (pulpit) please call the office to 
schedule. The following dates are available:  

January 7, 14, & 21 and February 4, 11, 18 & 25. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ministry Schedule: December 23 – December 24        
Sat. 4:00 PM  
Greeter: Diane Bray 
Lector:  Bernie Howard 
EMHC:  Nora Torquato 
Knights of the Holy Temple: Tristen Kline 
Altar Server: Kenneth Swartzell 
Cantor: Katie Swartzell 
Sun. 10:00 AM-December 24-Fourth Sunday of Advent   
Greeter: Denny & Dottie Peiffer 
Lector: Unfilled 
EMHC: Joann Loht 
Knights of the Holy Temple: Landon Mazur 
Altar Server:  Unfilled 
Cantor: Cathy Stout 
Ministry Schedule: December 24 – December 25 
Sun. Dec. 24 Christmas Children’s Mass 3:30 PM 
EMHC:  Nora Torquato 
Knight of the Holy Temple: Tristan Kline, Landon Mazur 
Altar Servers: Daniel & Ethan McMonigal 
Sun. Dec. 24 Christmas Vigil Mass 10:00 PM 
Greeter: Diane Bray 
Lector: Jeff Michaels 
EMHC: Wendy Vogt 
Knight of the Holy Temple: Matthew Murray 
Altar Server: Kenneth Swartzell 
Cantor: Gino Zannino 
Mon. Dec. 25 Christmas Day Mass 10:00 AM 
Greeter: Denny & Dottie Peiffer 
Lector: Judy Sieber     
EMHC: Joann Loht 
Knight of the Holy Temple:  Trevor Stout 
Altar Server: Unfilled 
Cantor: Dr. Michael Murray 

Ministry Schedule: December 30 – January 1 
Sat. 4:00 PM   
Greeter: Ken Johnson, Steven Lilley 
Lector: Barbara Bratton 
EMHC: John Maroney 
Knight of the Holy Temple: Tristen Kline 
Altar Server: Ethan McMonigal                      
Cantor: Cathy Stout 
Sun. Dec. 31 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph 
Sun. 7:30 AM 
Greeter: Donath Korbich, Penny Nerhood 
Lector: Don Spangler     
EMHC: Mario Andrie 
Knight of the Holy Temple: Unfilled 
Altar Server: Robert Auker, Jr. 
Cantor: Mary Smith 
11:00 AM 
Greeter: Del Guerrini, Linda Treaster 
Lector: Jeff Michaels     
EMHC: Christina Stryker 
Knight of the Holy Temple: Landon Mazur 
Altar Server: Ellie Tressler 
Cantor: Rose Guerrini 
Mon. Jan. 1 Solemnity of Mary Mass 10:00 AM 
Greeter: Keith & Kathy Duff 
Lector: Judy Sieber     
EMHC: Joann Loht 
Knight of the Holy Temple: Matthew Murray 
Altar Server:  
Cantor: Dr. Michael Murray 
NO 8:00 AM MASS 

 

***FOR EMERGENCIES FROM 12/25 AT 12:00 PM 
THROUGH 12/27 AT 5:00 PM, PLEASE CALL THE 

PARISH OFFICE NUMBER 717 242-2781 AND YOUR 
CALL WILL BE FORWARDED TO BOTH FATHER 

BILL AND FATHER RICH’S CELL PHONES. 
ALL CALLS WILL BE RETURNED AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE.*** 
 

Christmas Basket Collection and Giving Tree Gifts 
 

St. Vincent de Paul would like to thank 
you all for your most generous help with 
our Giving Tree.   We were able to help 
many children and their families.  We 

were also blessed by your help to provide Christmas Food 
Baskets to 106 families.  Christmas is truly Christmas 
when we celebrate God's love by helping those in 
need!  Merry Christmas! 

Thank you for your support and generosity! 
 
 

We are still in need of personal care 
items such as shampoo, conditioner, 

toothpaste and toothbrushes, 
deodorant, as well as diapers size two 
and three.  They can be dropped off at 

the St. Vincent DePaul office or placed in 
the basket in the narthex. 



 
Youth Group News 

 
The Youth Group will not 
meet on Sunday, 
December 17th, Sunday, 
December 24th  or 
Sunday, December 31st 

in observance of the 
holidays.  The next 

meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 7th at 6 PM 
 

 
 

CATECHISM in a YEAR -- ADULT 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Adult Sunday School Class will NOT 
meet on Sunday, December 24th or 
Sunday, December 31st. Class will 

resume Sunday, January 7th. 
 

 
Christmas Prayer 

God of love, Father of all, the darkness that covered 
the earth has given way to the bright dawn of your 
Word made flesh. Make us a people of this light. 
Make us faithful to your Word, that we may bring 
your life to the waiting world. Grant this through 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 SCHOOL  NEWS   

 
 

SACRED HEART SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 
Monday – Friday  7:30 AM- 3:30 PM 

 
**If assistance is needed outside of office hours, leave a 
message on the school answering machine at 717-248- 
5351 or contact the Parish Office at 717-242-2781 
 

 
    Sacred Heart School Angel Fund 

You will find nicely decorated apples in the 
Narthex. These apples were decorated by the 
students of SHS in hopes that you will make 

a gift to the SHS Angel Fund. The SHS Angel Fund 

provides scholarships and financial assistance to children 
who attend our school. If you would like to make a 

donation, you can make checks payable to Sacred Heart 
School with Angel Fund in the memo and placing it in 
the collection basket, mailing it to the school or you can 
go online to sacredheartschool.com and make an online 

donation. Donations to the SHS Angel Fund are 
accepted at any time during the year; however, if you are 

able, we encourage you to participate at this time. 
Consider using your 5% tithe to other charitable 

organizations to participate, if possible. Thanks for 
your support of SHS!  

 
 

 
 

Update: Please contact the school office if you are 
interested in ordering any gift cards in January. This 
is a year round fundraiser.  Thank you for your support!   
 
 
Sacred Heart School will be closed from December 
22, 2023 at 11:15 AM through January 2, 2024. School 
will resume on Wednesday, January 3, 2024.  The 
Administration, Faculty, Staff, Parents and Children 
of SHS wish all of you a Blessed Christmas and  joy 
in the coming year!  Thank you for all you do for 
Sacred Heart School all year long! 
 
 
 

Save the Date 
SHS Gala:  

Diamond Jubilee:  
Celebrating 75 years of Catholic Education at SHS, 
will be held on Saturday, Feb. 3 at the Lewistown 

Country Club. Tickets are now available at the Parish 
Office; prices are $60 per person through Jan. 26th 

and $70 Jan. 27th thru Feb. 1st.  


